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(54) METHOD FOR DISTRIBUTING SOFTWARE 

(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To prevent distributed software(SW) from 
being illicitly used and to know an outflow route of the SW 
even when the SW is illicitly used in an SW distributing 
method for ciphering plural SW, storing the ciphered SW in 
a recording medium and then distributing the stored SW. 
CONSTITUTION: A user identifying information storing 
area for individually storing information for identifying each 
user is previously prepared and plural software to be 
ciphered and distributed are stored in a CD-ROM 2 being 
a recording medium and then distributed. A pass-word 
obtained by synthesizing a decoding key for each software 
and user identifying information and ciphering the 
synthesized result is given only to a user allowed to use 
anyone of the SW, and when the CD-ROM 2 is loaded to a 
personal computer 3 and the pass- word is inputted, a 
decoding program 6 is started and the SW corresponding 
to the decoding key is decided and the user identifying 
information separated from the pass-word is written in a 
user identifying information storing area for the decoded 
SW. 
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A. Relevance of the Above- identified Document 

This document has relevance to Claims 1. 5, 9 and 
15 of the present application. 

B . Translation of the Relevant Passages of the Document 
[0004] ...a /software supplier stores a plurality of 
software programs in a CD-ROM by encoding them but not 
encoding those for demonstration, so as to distribute 
the CD-ROM to users, either free of charge or at a 
reasonable rate. The users who received the 
distributed CD-ROM try out the software programs for 
demonstration, then, if any of them is desired, 
purchase an decoder key (password) for the desired 
software program, thereby using the decoded software 
program . 

[0005] 

[PROBLEMS TO BE SOLVED BY THE INVENTION] However, the 
above distribution method has problems such that it is 
impossible to (i) detect an illegal password leaking 
route through which a user who does not pay properly 
learns a password from a user who properly paid for the 
password, and illegally restores software, and (ii) 
prevent illegal copies of software from being produced 
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based on the original software which was legally 
restored by a user. 

[0013] These software programs la, lb and lc are 
previously given regions for storing information to 
identify a user ... 

[0014] Thus prepared software programs are encoded and 
stored in a CD-ROM 2 so as to be distributed. 

[0015] ...a user who received a CD-ROM, if he or she 
desires any of the software programs in the CD-ROM, 
advises a software supplier who distributed the 
software program of his/her address, full name, the 
model and serial- number of a computer to be used to 
execute the software program, etc., then, obtains a 
decoder password from the supplier by, for example, 
paying and/or obtaining a license to use the software 
program . 

[0016] Once obtaining a password for the desired 
software program, the software program is restored 
using a decoder program and a password. 

[0017] ... A decoder program 6 separates the user's 
full name as user identification information and a 
decoder key from the readout password, and examines 
whether or not the decoder key is legal . In the case 
of the legal decoder key, software is decoded with the 
decoder key, then, the user's full name being the user 
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identification information is written into a user 
identification information storing region in the 
decoded software, thereafter writing the software into 
a hard disk device (HDD) 7. 

[0020] ...the user's full name is utilized so as to 
simplify explanation. However, the user's registration 
number (the number for management given by the software 
supplier when the user requests a license for use) , or 
address and full name may be used instead. When the 
user is a juridical person, illegal copies of the 
software can be prevented within a corporation by 
previously storing the appellation of the corporation 
and a belonging group. 
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